
  
 
May 22, 2019 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians, and Patrons of Raytown:  
 
In an effort to continue to maintain a high quality education for the students in the Raytown School District, the 
high school social studies department is constantly working to enhance the choices and experiences for all 
students. The district is also committed to engaging in dialogue with the community about these choices and 
experiences so that we can all work together to provide the exceptional experience students deserve. As we 
expand text selections, it’s important that the community is provided an opportunity to consider those choices 
and to express concerns and ask questions in order to understand the curricular and instructional purposes 
those texts will be put to.  
 
For the 2019-2020 school year, the Raytown Consolidated School District is considering adoption of the books 
listed on the back of this letter.  
 
Each text has been requested by a teacher, is being screened by district personnel, and is now available for 
community members to read if interested. All the books are available at the public library or through your 
favorite book retailer. The district also has copies available to borrow. Please contact Tyler Britt by email at 
tyler.britt@raytownschools.org to arrange borrowing a copy.  
 
On Tuesday, June 4, the school district will host an open forum at the Raytown Schools Education and 
Conference Center, 107050 East State Route 350, for community members to hear the rationale for the use of 
these texts, voice concerns, and ask questions in an effort to make sure that the community and the district are 
working in concert to provide an engaging and rigorous English education for the students of the district. This 
forum will be open from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Tyler Britt, K-12 Science, Social 
Studies, and Instructional Technology Curriculum Coordinator, at (816) 268-7110.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Tyler Britt 
K-12 Science, Social Studies, and Instructional Technology Curriculum Coordinator 
Raytown Quality Schools  
 
 

www.raytownschools.org 
 

http://www.raytownschools.org/


Book Publishers Summary Course 
The Cat Who Went to 
Heaven 
  
by Elizabeth Coatsworth 
 
 

This timeless fable has been a classic since its first publication in 
1930. In ancient Japan, a struggling artist is angered when his 
housekeeper brings home a tiny white cat he can barely afford to feed. 
But when the village’s head priest commissions a painting of the 
Buddha for a healthy sum, the artist softens toward the animal he 
believes has brought him luck. According to legend, the proud and 
haughty cat was denied the Buddha’s blessing for refusing to accept 
his teachings and pay him homage. So when the artist, moved by 
compassion for his pet, includes the cat in his painting, the priest 
rejects the work and decrees that it must be destroyed. It seems the 
artist’s life is ruined as well—until he is rewarded for his act of love by 
a Buddhist miracle. 

World Religions (Jr/Sr) 

Sold 
 
by Patricia McCormick 

Although Lakshmi's family is desperately poor her life still contains 
simple pleasures; but, when the harsh Himalayan monsoons wash 
away all the family’s crops, Lakshmi’s stepfather sends her away to 
take a job to support her family. When she arrives at “Happiness 
House”, full of hope, she learns the unthinkable truth: she has been 
sold into prostitution. An exceptional novel suitable for teens and 
adults. 
 
Lakshmi is a thirteen-year-old girl who lives with her family in a small 
hut in the mountains of Nepal. Her family is desperately poor, but her 
life is full of simple pleasures, like raising her black-and-white speckled 
goat, and having her mother brush her hair by the light of an oil lamp. 
But when the harsh Himalayan monsoons wash away all that remains 
of the family’s crops, Lakshmi’s stepfather says she must leave home 
and take a job to support her family. He introduces her to a glamorous 
stranger who tells her she will find her a job as a maid working for a 
wealthy woman in the city. Glad to be able to help, Lakshmi 
undertakes the long journey to India and arrives at “Happiness House” 
full of hope. But she soon learns the unthinkable truth: she has been 
sold into prostitution.  
 
Written in spare and evocative vignettes, this powerful novel renders a 
world that is as unimaginable as it is real, and a girl who not only 
survives but triumphs. To research Sold, Patricia McCormick traveled 
to India and Nepal where she interviewed the women of Calcutta’s 
red-light district and girls who have been rescued from the sex trade. 
She is the author of the acclaimed novels Cut and My Brother’s 
Keeper. 

Global Conflicts (Jr/Sr) 
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